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Vegetation Grinder Saves Time Accessing Wildfires

THOMPERON FALLS, Mont. -
the Thimpson Falls, Mont.., fire was rag-
ing in the sumamer of J03, Western
Fm-ceui.ﬂg. Ing., a Lind managem<ni
company based in hmlp-nln'l. lddsha,
wari callod in 1o open up an scoess ol

Co-cwner Jerry Luce decided to try a
new technology = a grinder mouniod tra
rubber-tracked fpont-end carmer. His
imbuition proved right, as it allowed crews
1o brimg the fire under contrel Bster,

"Thewe roads were closed for mode
than 30 vears.” sxid Luce, “There were
15 1o 20-foat tall irocs and brash inger-
mingled thick encugh that you couald
hardly walk through it."

The ASY mounied Fusll Hog grnder,
manuiaciured by Fooon, a forestry prod-

Tha hy Jramlmllr-upumtﬁd Bull
Hog was mountéd to & rubber-
tracked fnont-end carrer which was

able 1o push through vegetaton,

in Lebanon, Cio, was able to cut a 5-font
winhe swath, Lace's cxcavaton could only do
a M inch path and that methed wae 100
shorw i sty beead ol the fast moving fire,
“In one pass i each disection [with
the Bull Hog] and we opened the entire
road bure back 1o where it was before it
was overgrown, sasd Loce. "] think we
digl 10 or 12 mides of road on tha par-
ticular fire — it just went so much faser,
Wi would have been there o month with
juat the cxcavator = instead # book ws
Foir alays o so with the Bull Hog”
Hydraulically powered by the ASY,

the Bull Hog grimder uses loed culier
teeth 1o shaed materials up 1o 10-inches
in diamcter, incdhaling standing trecs,
according to the manufaucturer.

The muolched material iz discharged
hack ontn the “mum.l. Becaine of the
size aml comsistency of the output, it
poies Bo pundiurne threat bo vehicle tires,

Rapidly opening up the scoes road
gave fire crews significantly mofe time
v fight the fire,

Luce estimates that crews were
dropped off within a mile of where
they had o start working, The rosd was

sa densely overgrown that walking

through with any equipment would
have been mmposithle.

=¥ they haed ot opencd that acoes they
wioiald have to iy people in ot that area,
mite than likely, bocaisse it would hie
b e (han & 10-mike walk.” Lioce sabd,
“From the time we lefl fire camp till the
time we got 1o the end of the rosd, it was
oy an bosir ansd a halls drvee = by open-
irng, g that 10 miles i definibely prosided
acoess with pickups amd crew- i
viehiiches ansd god them cloer b the fire”
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